Chapter Thirteen
BRICKS    WITHOUT    STRAW

LET   US   PAUSE   TO   CONSIDER   THE   NATURE   OF   TH]

task with which Pilsudski and the Polish peopl<
were faced at this moment of Poland's liberatior
after a century and a half of cruel oppression. I
is  the  unspoken  thought of many  to-day thai
Poland  might have  been  expected  to  hold the
German Army for at least a few months, thereby
altering the whole course of the war, since the
Poles had twenty years in which to build up their
State and their armed forces. A brief retrospect
will show that that is not a correct view. The
creation  of the  New Poland was  like  'making
bricks without straw'.  The whole  country had
been devastated by the contending armies during
four years of war, plundered by its Tsarist * friends',
as well as ,by its German-Austrian friends', so
that the vast mass of the people was living in
utter destitution. The industries and agriculture
of the country lay in ruins, the Treasury was
empty, the administration, which had only partially
been organized by the Regency Council, in a state
of utter chaos and confusion; the enemy was still
on Polish soil, and the menace of Bolshevism was
looming darkly in the East, while political conflict
between the numerous parties and groups was
endangering the internal peace of the nation.

The Socialist Republic set up in Lublin, as

well as the seizure of Lwow, a Polish city, by the

Ukrainians  and  the  setting up  by them  of a

cPeople's Republic of the Western Ukraine*, had
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